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E -323 is looking at a spinnaker pole 
upgrade following the Ensign race 
on June 20th. Their pole suffered a 
violent impact with their forward 
shroud, bending the 2.5 inch alumi-
num shaft like it was a soda straw 
(see Ensign Race story for more). Co-
Boat Captain Paul Feldon said they 
would salvage the end hardware and 
replace the shaft with carbon fiber. 

Carbon fiber 
is the way to 
go. It’s stron-
ger and lighter 
than galvanized 
or aluminum 
pipe. And the 
new pole will 
float!  P
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Winds were strong on race day 
starting in the 10 kts. The boats 
all had a great start and a quick 
run to the first turn. 

Normally the wind can be 
counted upon to blow from the 
west, calling for spinnakers as 
you head toward downtown. 
But there was a prevailing north 
westerly wind that caused sev-
eral spinnakers to blow to the 
starboard side. The E-Two had a 
successful run most of the down-
wind leg sailing at beam reach and 
staying in the shipping channel. 
The 1122, 722 and 192 took the 
lead during the first lap but the 
E-323 took an unlikely dominant  
position following the last down-
wind mark. 

The 323 quickly launched their 

Ensign Race

Terry Edlund 
continued to 
hang on to 1st 
in the June 
Fleet race. John 
and Joe pulled 
ahead into 2nd 
place. Sandy 
Leon took 3rd 
place from the 
Bruce/Robert team. Tom Bedford 
and Rajeev Jain switched places. Ta-
bor’s Pirates, Craig Unger, Bob Lew-
is, Ryan Drobek and Greg Herbster 
stayed put while Fred MacDougall 
edged out Joe Curran. P

Victory Race

Standing Race Day Notice. See Page 4.

The E-192 raced without seats on 
Saturday. Terry Edlund passed this 

off as unfor-
tunate boat 
renovation 
timing, but 
the adja-
cent crews 
(E-Two and 
E- Three 
Hundred 
Twenty Two) 
immedi-
ately began 
estimating 

the weight and possible wind resis-
tance of their own seats. 

The 192’s renovations are in full 
swing. A complete rebuild of the 
cuddy doors followed repairs to 
the deck fiberglass. The seats are 
being refinished and Terry just 
completed painting the cockpit 
spaces behind and below the seat 

Standing Room Only

ENSIGN, Continued on Page 3, Column 1.

CSC/TPSC Regatta Results 2026,  June 6
June 8, 2026 Fleet order =  B, A

Fleet A PRO = TPSC, Gregory Herbster Sat, June 6, 1330 PM
Regatta

   SKIPPER Old New Boat F1 F2 Points
Terry Edlund 1.648 1.754 647 1 3 4
John K / Joe R 2.091 1.914 615 2 1 3
Sandy Leon 2.736 2.965 648 3 4 7
Rajeev Jain 3.178 3.125 633 4 2 6
Fred MacDougall 5.221 5.155 TPSC 5 5 10

Fleet B PRO = TPSC, Fred MacDougall Sat, June 6, 1030 AM
Regatta

   SKIPPER Old New Boat F1 F2 Points
Bruce / Robert 3.135 2.720 615 1 1 8
Tom Bedford 3.752 3.451 633 2 2 10
Gregory Herbster 6.379 5.590 TPSC 3 3 12

Cumulative Championship Points
2026 June

Skipper Place Points
Terry Edlund 1 10
John K / Joe R 2 17
Sandy Leon 3 18
Bruce / Robert 4 26
Rajeev Jain 5 33
Tom Bedford 6 35
Tabor's Pirates 7 49
Craig Unger 8 50
Bob Lewis 9 51
Ryan Drobek 9 51
Fred MacDougall 11 56
Joe Curran 11 56
Gregory Herbster 13 78
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June Victory Race 
Standings.

STANDING, Continued on Page 2, Column 3.

John Hysler and Terry Edlund

That’s Coming Out 
Of  Your 
Paycheck

Rajeev Jain (above) holds 
broken spinnaker pole. 
Tom Bedford (right) show-
ing the broken part that 
caused the incident.  

Racing technology changes contin-
uously, though many new ideas have 
limited application for our fleet. But 
from time to time we come across an 
idea that’s so compelling that we have 

New Racing 
Technology

RACE TECH, Continued on Page 4, Column 3.
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Incorrect Tie-down Damages
Victory Fore-decks

2.
This forces boom 
stay downward 
which in turn pulls 
the backstay down.

3.
This pulls the mast 
backward.

4.
Forestay is pulled 
upward.

5.
Damage to 
foredeck

1.
Main sheet pulled 
tight when docked.

When you de-rig after a sail you should 
leave the main sheet loose in the cleat with 
no tension between the transom and the 
boom. 
Recent inspections of the Victory fleet 
have found a problem with a number 
of boats being left with significant 
pressure on the main sheet. In some 
cases this has caused the front of 
the bow’s decking to separate from 
the hull. 

How does tightening the main 
sheet at the stern impact the bow 
21 feet away? It’s all about trian-
gles. As you can see from the 
illustration, the pressure from 
the main sheet travels up 
and down from the mast, 
yanking the tip of the 
bow decking upward.

The solution: leave 
the main sheet 
loose in the 
blocks. Connect-
ing the boom 
stay to the 
backstay is 
all thats 
needed.  P

Boat Restoration
A lot of hard work has gone into the 
fleet this year. Hats off to the Boat 
Captains and the Fleet Captain. And 
it hasn’t been easy with the shuffling 

of the fleet and new restrictions on 
sanding and painting. Everyone in the 
club can be proud of their contribution 
to making this possible.  P

STANDING: Continued from Page 1, Column 2.

area. The shelves normally located 
behind the seats were missing on 
Saturday but we assume they are 
also in Terry’s garage getting a new 
coat of paint. It’s starting to look 
like the 192 will look like new in 
no time.
But the absence of those seats 
meant that the crew would be do-
ing a lot of standing. No problem, 
Terry brought plastic milk crates 
for temporary seating. A creative 
solution until you think about 
the final leg of the race where the 
Ensign fleet all found themselves 
heeling at plus 30 degrees in brisk 
winds. 
No problem, as you can see in the 
photo on page 3 column 3, the 192 
crew all found convenient seating 
on the coaming.

Coming up for the E-192 is deck 
painting, something that was held 
up because of new regulations at 
the marina. P

The seats were removed for sanding and varnishing 
but the open cockpit also allowed for prep and paint. 

You can see the fully replaced doors on the cuddy. 
The old ones were shot and could not be repaired.  
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WindWords would like to 
apologize to Commodore Tracy 
Williams for mistakenly including 
photos of him in an article in the 
May WindWords and stating that 
he was legendary music writer 
and performer James Taylor. The error 
was not intentional but it was entire-
ly our fault. We sincerely hope that 
Mr. Williams will accept our apology 
and we can finally put this mistaken 
identity episode behind us. P

Our Apologies

Commodore  
Williams

Water runs close to the coaming - finally affording the crew of the 192 a long awaited place to sit. No one on the 192 appears to be using the milk crate!

spinnaker shortly after they round-
ed G19 and began their second 
downwind run. They had a rea-
sonably good position but were 
unlikely to pass the three leading 
boats. 
Then three things happened very 
quickly:
-	The topping lift block broke, 

sending the spinnaker into the 
water.

-	Then it immediately went under 
the boat.

-	Then the spinnaker pole (pulled 
by the Lazy Sheet, which in turn 
was pulled by a ton of sea wa-
ter) pivoted violently to port 
and struck the forward shroud 
which bent it at a 90° angle. 

Trailing boats (like the E-Two) 
assumed that the E-323 was out of 
the race. This opinion was shared 

briefly by the 323 crew. But it 
occurred to them that G21 was not 
far away. Rounding it would save 
them the 1 point DNF penalty. 
They dragged their spinnaker out 
of the bay, de-rigged their broken 
pole and rejoined the race. 
That’s when things got interesting. 
The E-323 picked up speed on the 
sprint for the finish line, passing 
the 1122 and 192 to finish 2nd! 
Congratulations to the E-722 for 
their 1st place finish and the E-323 
for their impressive come-back.

Because of the irony of the scor-
ing process, the E-1122 and E-192 
scores remain unchanged and they 
continue to be tied for first place. 
What changed is that the 323 
and 722 switched places. The 722 
jumped to 2nd place and the 323 
moved to 3rd. P

ENSIGN: Continued from Page 1, Column 2.

The 323 battles the 1122 & 722 for 2nd place. The 
E-Two was close but had to take a penalty turn.
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Helpful Info.
Convair’s Email:
ConvairSailingClub@gmail.com

Convair Web Site:
ConvairSailingClub.com

Club Address:
Convair Sailing Club
P.O. Box 22981
San Diego, CA 92192-2981

Coast Guard Safety:
www.uscgboating.org 

Convair Sailing Club 
Board of Directors
All Canvair Members are wel-
come to attend the Board meet-
ings. They are held on Zoom 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM. Contact 
Bob Lewis for a Zoom link. 
BobRTJLewis@hushmail.com

Commodore.........................Tracy Williams
Vice Commodore......................Paul Feldon
Rear Commodore........................Jeff Nelson 
Junior Staff Commodore.........Sandy Leon
Secretary..........................................Bob Lewis
Treasurer..................................Omar Del Rio
Director.................................. Bruce Plutchak
Director...........................................Rajeev Jain
Director......................................Tom Bedford
Fleet Captain............................Tom Bedford
Port Captain..............................Mark Sutton
Chief of Racing...........................Sandy Leon
Chief of Instruction............................Paused
Chief of Communications........Jeff Nelson
Registrar..........................................Rajeev Jain
Membership Chairman........Tom Bedford
Chief of Checkout - Ensign.....Paul Feldon
Chief of Checkout - Victory....Jim Walker

It’s generally known, but worth 
mentioning that boats in the 
Ensign and Victory fleets are 
reserved on their respective 
monthly race days:
Victory Fleet: The 1st weekend.
Ensign Fleet: The 3rd Saturday. 
The SuperSloopers use most of 
the Victory fleet from 12:00PM to 
3:00PM on Thursdays. P

Race Day Notice:

If you have a story you’d like 
to see in WindWords text “CSC 
Story” to 760-533-8706 and we’ll 
reach out to you for details. Nor-
mally all we need is a sentence, 
and a photo if you have one. P

to give it special attention.

During the last Ensign race, E-192’s 
crew field tested a new seating technol-
ogy that reduced the weight of the boat 
by 67 Lbs. Boat Captain Terry Edlund 
informed Commodore Williams of his 
intent to strip the seats from the 192 via 
email. In his reply Williams said, “This 
will probably be the reason you’ll win.”

WindWord Labs decided to test the Wil-
liams’ hypothesis. We completed bench 
tests on the seat design last week and are 
ready to begin field testing. We reached 
out to the Boat Captains of the 323 and 
722 (who outperformed the 192 in June) 
to arrange to remove the wooden seats 
from their boats prior to the July race. 
“Actual field testing under race conditions 
is vital to our research, and the July race 
is an excellent opportunity”, said Wind-
Word Labs’ research director Rajeev 
Jain. “We’re sure the Boat Captains won’t 
mind. After all, this is for science!”. 

Jim Walker, Co-Boat Captain of the 722 
said, “I’d love to help but Sam [Willett] 
used a lot of varnish on the seats and, 
well, they’re stuck.”

Tom Bedford, who is a lead researcher 
and adjunct faculty member at Wind-
Word Labs said he would defer to his 
Co-Boat Captain Paul Feldon. 

When reached by phone, Feldon said, “I 
asked you people to stop calling me!” P

RACE TECH, Continued from Page 1, Column 3.

Prototype undergoing testing at WindWord Labs. C lub 
members 
have been 
asking about 

club logo merchandise, and now it’s 
on the way! These photos are some 
of the prototypes approved at the 
last board meeting. Quantities will 
be ordered soon based on what 
club members 
request in an 
upcoming 
order form. 

Once we reach 
a minimum 
order quantity, 
we’ll place our 
first order and get your selections to 
you. P

Coming Soon To A 
Marina 
Near You

Ball Caps, 
T-Shirts, and 
more. Men’s and 
Women’s. Em-
broidered Logoa

Embroidered Logos to be added.
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Boating, Seamanship & Navigation Class 
Master the Art of Boating with Confidence 
and qualify for your California Boater Card 

Starts 6:30 PM, May 11, 2026 
Southwestern Yacht Club 

2702 Qualtrough Street, San Diego CA 92106 
   Cost: $40 For Books and Materials 

 
Learn to skipper a boat with confidence. This course builds 
your boating skills well beyond the basics required for the 
California Boater Card, giving you practical knowledge you can 
use on the water right away. Many insurance providers also 
offer discounts to boaters who successfully complete this 
course, making it a smart investment in both safety and savings. 
 
This 8-week course meets once a week for two hours and 
provides a thorough introduction to safe boating practices. 
Topics include Introduction to Boating; State and Federal 
Boating Laws; Safety Equipment; Safety Afloat; Boating 
Problems and Emergencies; Trailering and Storing; and the 
basics of Navigation. 
 
Navigation covers the U.S. Aids to Navigation System; types of 
buoys and beacons; navigation rules (sometimes referred to as 
right-of-way rules); avoiding collisions; sound signals; Chart 
Plotting and Electronic Navigation (GPS). 
 

Passing the test will qualify you for the California Boaters Card required for all CA Boaters! 

 
To register and begin - attend the first class. 
To register online scan the QR-Code ---->>>> 
Or click on the link: go to registration page 

Then attend the first class 
 


