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DUCK, Continued on Page 4, Column2.

Weather conditions were perfect 
for racing on May 16th. At least this 
is our understanding because none 
of the WindWords Reporting Staff 
were in San Diego for the May race 
(see related story - Pg. 3 Col. 1).  

Congratulations to Hector and 
Robert for their 1st place and Terry 
Edlund for 2nd! 

Ensign Race

Terry Edlund 
hung on to 1st 
in the May 
Fleet race. 
Sandy Leon 
pulled ahead 
into 2nd place. 

John and Joe 
had a rough 
day, clearing 
the way for 
advancements by Bruce / Robert, 
Tom Bedford and Rajeev Jain. Ta-
bor’s Pirates jumped ahead of Craig 
Unger and Bob Lewis. 
 
If you race in the Victory Fleet and 
would like to see more coverage, 
you can text a photo and one or two 
sentences to 760-533-8706. P

Victory Racing

Standing Race Day Notice. See Page 4.

May Victory Race 
Standings.

dns	=	Did	not	start

Cumula&ve	Championship	Points
2026	May

Skipper Place Points
Terry	Edlund 1 11
Sandy	Leon 2 22
Bruce	/	Robert 3 26
Tom	Bedford 4 35
Rajeev	Jain 5 39
John	K	/	Joe	R 6 44
Tabor's	Pirates 7 49
Craig	Unger 8 50
Bob	Lewis 9 51
Ryan	Drobek 9 51
Joe	Curran 11 56
Fred	MacDougall 12 76
Gregory	Herbster 13 96
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Congratu-
lations also 
to Jim and 
Sam on the 
E-722 for 
their creative 
approach to 
G19. P

The 2026 Duck Derby Friday races 
are officially underway.  The races are 
most Friday evenings running through 
September 26th.  The course is in the 

Duck Derby Is Back

Richard Bistany mans the fore-deck of the 453 as they 
battle with the V-648 and E-323 for the lead.

Once again the Ensigns (well, some of 
them) have moved to new slips. We had 
just gotten use to their new location on 
the 400 dock when the marina asked 
us to sail them over to the location 
indicated in the map below. Members 

New, New 
Ensign Slips

ENSIGN, Continued on Page 3, Column 1.
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Ron Tabor reached out 
to WindWords to hand off 
some historical documents 
he was entrusted with when 
he was on the board. He had 
been keeping them in an atmospher-
ically controlled room he called “the 
attic”. The archive was transported to 
WindWords Labs where they could be 
examined properly. 

When the specially constructed 
container (made exclusively of high 
quality corrugated cardboard) was 
opened, the first thing we saw was the 
brochure (see photos below) from the 
club’s 30 year anniversary.   P

In what is becoming the “new nor-
mal”, the E-722 returned to the 
boatyard in May for deck paint. Decks 
used to be a DIY project right at the 
marina but regulation and increased 
scrutiny during the dock demolition 
resulted in new restrictions on all 
painting.  

Ron
Tabor

From The ArchivesTopside Paint For The E-722

The brochure informs members that the 
meeting will take place at the Admiral 
Kidd Club on March 24th, 1983. 

This explains the decision to print the 
brochure in single color (a significant cost 
savings at that time) but does not explain 
the listing of Commodores that stretches 
to Luis Peńa in 1993, ten years after the 
meeting.

Sam Willett, Craig Unger, Paul Feldon, Tom Bedford and Jim Walker in front of the 722 at Koehler Kraft

Koehler Kraft gave us a great deal, of-
fering to pull the boat out of the water 
and giving us leeway to DIY over the 
weekend. The 722 race crew and the 
current and former Fleet Captains 
spent the weekend hand painting the 
deck. The masking had already been 
done at the marina. P
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WindWords would 
like to apologize to 
Convair member 
Jeff Strickfaden for 
miss-identifying 
him as music leg-
end James Taylor 
in our May issue. We extend a further 
apology for suggesting that he was 
a stowaway on the E-192 during the 
2026 Free Concert On The Bay sail on 
April 28th. 
There is no truth to the rumor that 
Ensign Social Club management 
refrained from throwing him over-
board only because they thought he 
was famous. 
Not the first time! 
Apparently this has happened to Jeff  
before. Carla Strickfaden supplied the 
above photos as evidence. As you can 
see, there is a clear resemblance. 

WindWords reported in 
the May issue that Robert 
Skillings was reported-
ly “researching” sailing 
races on Mt. Vesuvius. We 
subsequently learned that there is a 
global mountain top sailing com-
munity, so we decided to fly the 
entire WindWords staff to a moun-
tain summit summit in Beijing.  
Not that fruitful! 
We learned that there are very few 
lakes at elevation. “They’ tend to drain 
easily. It’s kind of what they do!” said 
one guide. “Besides, we need the water 
in the cities!” We climbed several 
mountains and confirmed this. Few 
lakes and no sailboats. 
In the end we were 
unable to find any 
favorable mountain 
sailing venues. P

Our 
Apologies

Mountain Lake 
Sailing In China

ABOVE: James Taylor 
from a Facebook post. 
ABOVE LEFT: Jeff and 
Carla Strickfaden. 

Don’t Let This Happen To You! 
This mistake happened because we 
took our eye off the ball! We simply did 
not collect enough information. 
Consider these two photos: They look 
similar enough that they caused our 
error in May. But we had additional 
photos from the Rady Shell publicity 
office. 

If we had just taken the time to look at 
them we never would have mistaken 
Jeff Strickfaden for James Taylor. P

Legal Notice: The Rady Shell loaned us these publicity pho-
tos with the provision that we NOT use them in WindWords..

Select all squares with James Taylor

Going Forward We Will 
Use The Following Test 

Robert
Skillings

wanting to sail either the 722 or the 
1122 should enter the dock at gate 4 
(past the now non-existent swimming 
pool area).

If you head toward the Victory Fleet 
you will see them on your right just be-
fore the turn at the end of the marina.

There is the issue of Captain’s Meet-
ings that take place in advance of each 
Ensign race. Unlike Victory fleet, the 
Ensign race course is decided dock-
side. Whereas Victory courses are dic-
tated by the race committee, Ensign 
courses are decided using democracy. 
One reason for the growing popular-
ity of Co-Boat Captains in the Ensign 
Fleet is that Ensign Captains don’t just 
get someone to share the workload. 
They also get two votes at the Cap-
tain’s meeting.  

The position of the 722 and 1122 so 
far from the action could create a 
problem. Absentee ballots are per-
mitted but mail service between the 
docks is slow. Since the location of 
the Captains Meeting is determined 
by the Ensign Race Coordinator 
(currently Tracy William, comfortably 
located on the 300 dock, close to the 
Blue Box and the restrooms) it may 
be hard for the 722 and 1122 to even 
know what course has been selected 
until after the race has started. Maybe 
smoke signals?  P

ENSIGN: Continued from Page 1, Column 3.

1100
Dock

E-722 E-1122

Victory Fleet
No Change In Location

PP
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Convair Sailing Club 
Board of Directors
All Canvair Members are wel-
come to attend the Board meet-
ings. They are held on Zoom 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM. Contact 
Bob Lewis for a Zoom link. 
BobRTJLewis@hushmail.com

Commodore.........................Tracy Williams
Vice Commodore......................Paul Feldon
Rear Commodore........................Jeff Nelson 
Junior Staff Commodore.........Sandy Leon
Secretary..........................................Bob Lewis
Treasurer..................................Omar Del Rio
Director.................................. Bruce Plutchak
Director...........................................Rajeev Jain
Director......................................Tom Bedford
Fleet Captain............................Tom Bedford
Port Captain..............................Mark Sutton
Chief of Racing...........................Sandy Leon
Chief of Instruction............................Paused
Chief of Communications........Jeff Nelson
Registrar..........................................Rajeev Jain
Membership Chairman........Tom Bedford
Chief of Checkout - Ensign.....Paul Feldon
Chief of Checkout - Victory....Jim Walker

DUCK: Continued from Page 1, Column 3.

It’s generally known, but worth 
mentioning that boats in the 
Ensign and Victory fleets are 
reserved on their respective 
monthly race days:
Victory Fleet: The 1st weekend.
Ensign Fleet: The 3rd Saturday. 
The SuperSloopers use most of 
the Victory fleet from 12:00PM to 
3:00PM on Thursdays. P

Race Day Notice:

channel off Harbor Island.  The race 
runs approximately 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM.
 

Convair Sailing Club plans to race in 
many of the races this year. There is a 
small cost this year to register that we 
plan to share between the sailors that 
race ($15 per boat per race or $120 per 
boat for season). E-323 registered for 
the season.

This is a great opportunity for anyone 
interested in either Victory or Ensign 
racing outside the official club regattas. 
It’s a low pressure one lap race that 
gives participants an opportunity to 
read a racecourse in full competition 
without the stress of recorded results. 
Ensign sailors can try out launching 
a spinnaker during this one lap race 
without having to re-pack and re-rig 
like in standard competition.
 

Tom Bedford will create an email-list 
for club members that wish to partici-
pate.   Let him know if you are inter-
ested.
tombedford@san.rr.com
Reach out to him with any questions.
 

Duck Derby Link:  
https://duck-derby.com/
The race is a lot of fun and they have a 
get together afterwards. P

On Novem-
ber 21, 1915, 
the Endurance 
sank after 
being crushed 
by relentless 
sea ice in the 
Weddell Sea 
off the coast 
of Antarcti-
ca.  She was not seen for another 
107 years.  What followed was not 
the death of the 28 men aboard 
(one of which was a stowaway) 
fr0m starvation and exposure, 
but one of the greatest stories of 
leadership and persistence ever 
told.  Against improbable odds, 
Sir Ernest Shackelton and his men 
camped on the winter ice flows, 
and then when the pack ice was 
breaking up, sailed three small 
life vessels through some of the 
roughest seas on Earth, to a tiny 
rock of an island called Elephant 
Island.  What followed was yet 
another amazing feat of sailing 
the 22.5 feet long James Caird 700 
nautical miles through the Drake 
Passage (aka the Furious Fifty’s) 
to South Georgia Island with only 
the most basic navigation tools (a 
sextant, compass, and watch).  An 
error of even a single degree and 
the small boat would have missed 
the island entirely.  As it was, the 
ship was taking on water as Sir 
Ernest Shackelton was making 
landfall on the unpopulated side of 
the South Georgia Island, and thus 

was forced to make the first ever 
overland crossing of the island’s in-
terior over steep mountain peaks. 
 
There are a number of books 
chronicling the adventure (as 
many of the officers and crew 
kept detailed diaries) as the crew 
managed to save approximately 
120 glass plate negatives, Kodak 
film and even a small amount of 
motion picture film.  However, 
I would recommend the version 
of “Endurance” written by Alfred 
Lansing who not only excerpted 
many of the diaries, but also inter-
viewed all the still living members 
of the crew.  It is well worth the 
read for anyone, but as sailors, you 
will have the extra appreciation 
of what it must have been like to 
handle a small craft in 20+ ft. seas 
and gale force winds. P

Shackelton’s crew after the boat was trapped in the 
ice. Attempts to free the boat were unsuccessful. 

The Greatest 
Adventure Story 

Ever Told

Story by Todd Cardiff
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Boating, Seamanship & Navigation Class 
Master the Art of Boating with Confidence 
and qualify for your California Boater Card 

Starts 6:30 PM, May 11, 2026 
Southwestern Yacht Club 

2702 Qualtrough Street, San Diego CA 92106 
   Cost: $40 For Books and Materials 

 
Learn to skipper a boat with confidence. This course builds 
your boating skills well beyond the basics required for the 
California Boater Card, giving you practical knowledge you can 
use on the water right away. Many insurance providers also 
offer discounts to boaters who successfully complete this 
course, making it a smart investment in both safety and savings. 
 
This 8-week course meets once a week for two hours and 
provides a thorough introduction to safe boating practices. 
Topics include Introduction to Boating; State and Federal 
Boating Laws; Safety Equipment; Safety Afloat; Boating 
Problems and Emergencies; Trailering and Storing; and the 
basics of Navigation. 
 
Navigation covers the U.S. Aids to Navigation System; types of 
buoys and beacons; navigation rules (sometimes referred to as 
right-of-way rules); avoiding collisions; sound signals; Chart 
Plotting and Electronic Navigation (GPS). 
 

Passing the test will qualify you for the California Boaters Card required for all CA Boaters! 

 
To register and begin - attend the first class. 
To register online scan the QR-Code ---->>>> 
Or click on the link: go to registration page 

Then attend the first class 
 


